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What is claimed is: 

1* An image communication 
comprising : 

public switched telephone communication means 
for receiving and transmitting data yh a public 
switched telephone network; 

transmitting means for transmitting an image 
over the Internet; 

identifying means for identifying receiver 
side information from data /eceived by said public 
switched telephone commui/ication means; and 

communication pat/h selecting means for 
selecting any one of/sVid public switched telephone 
network and the In^t^cjnet as a communication path 
through which the / ;/mage is transmitted to the 
receiver side basy&d on the identification result 
obtained by said/ identifying means. 

2. The app/aratus according to claim 1, wherein 
said receiver ^ide information includes information 
of whether or hot the receiver side has a capability 
of receiving/ and transmitting the image over the 
Internet 

3. Thfe apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said public/ switched telephone communication means 
receives / receiver side information during a 
communication control protocol . 

4. /The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
said pvfblic switched telephone communication means 
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receives and transmits data 
communication protocol . 

5. The apparatus according to giliim 1, further 
comprising storing means for storing" the identification 
result obtained by said identifying means wherein said 
communication path selecting ra^ans carries out an automatic 
selection of the cojnraurytcation path based on the 
identification result/ st^pefl in said storing means. 

6. The apparatu/^ccording to claim 1, wherein said 
10 communication pa^i selecting means changes the 

communication patfh from said public switched telephone 
network to the Internet when determining that the receiver 
side has the ^capability of receiving and transmitting the 
image over/the Internet during the communication control 
15 protocgZ using said public switched telephone 
onfmunicat ion means . 

7. An image comn^inication apparatus comprising: 
public switched telephone communication means 

for receiving and transmitting data on a public 
20 switched telephone j>e"1:w< 

^ .mage over the 

Internet; and 

receiver side inf ortaia t i,oSi transmitting means 

for transmitting self -information to a transmitter 

\ 

25 side using said public switch telephone 
communication means. 



8. The apparatus according to claim 7 , wherein 



receiver side information includes information of 
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whether or not theVreceiver side has a capability 
of receiving and transmitting the image over the 
Internet 

9. The apparatus\according to claim 7 , wherein 
said public switched telephone communication means 
receives receiver siig ^information during a 
communication control pr< 

10. The atfDara\u/\annni?Sing to claim 9, 




wherein said public swi tchej^glephone communication 
means receives and transhtit\ data on a facsimile 



communication protocol . 

11. The apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein said receiving means receives the image on 
an electric mail communication protocol. 

12. An image communication apparatus comprisi^^T" 
receiving means for receiving data including a 

capability on a receiver side on a public switched 
telephone network; / 

identifying means fpf^Wldentif ying said 
capability from data rece/ve|^ and/ 

transmitting means ffo/^ransraitting an image 
over the Internet to be su^tfable for said capability 
based on the identification result obtained by said 
identifying means. / 

13. The apparatus according to claim 12, 
further compriadng converting means for converting 
the image to^be suitable for the capability, wherein 
said transmitting means transmits the converted 
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image . 

14. The apparatus according to ci-erfm 12, 
wherein said converting means conv^rfs the image to 
be suitable for a minimum seMfhen determining that 
the receiver side co^eWponds to only the minimum 
set based on the c; 

15. The aj2Tpar^5fus according to claim 13, 
further comprising storing means for storing the 
identification result, wherein said converting 

10 means refcers to the identification result stored in 
said s/tforing means. 

16. An image commuddcation apparatus comprising: 
transmitting meajn^ f^>r transmitting data 

including a self -/^ap a b i J^ry to fa transmitter side 
15 on a public switched t\lejjhpne network ; and 

receiving means f orrec\iving an image from said 
transmitter side over the Internet. 

17. An image communication apparatus compris; 
receiving means for receiving data^dfncluding a 

20 capability on a receiver side; 

identifying means V°\ /identifying the 
capability on the receiver /s i^s^p %P om data received; 

converting means for <ye pV erting an image based 
on the identification /result obtained by said 
25 identifying means; 

transmitting jf^eans for transmitting said image 
over the Inter r\^t . 

1 8 . T^Te apparatus according to claim 17, 
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wherein said converting means converts the image tj 
be suitable for a minimum set when determinip^ that 
the receiver side corresponds to only >fffe minimum 
set based on the capability on /t^§/receiver side 

19. The apparatus accrfixling ^A-° claim 17, 
further comprising s t or in g r/msan s for storing the 
identification result, /wherein said converting 
means refers to the identification result stored in 
said storing means 

20. An image communication apparatus comprising: 
transmitting rn^rahs ^ for transmitting data 

including a s e l^c apaW^it y a transmitter side; 

and ^ \^0^^ 

receiving means for receiving an image from said 
transmitter side over the \nternet . 

21. An image communication apparatus comprisii 
communication means for carrying out/a main 

communication for transmitting an im§^e over the 
Internet after carrying out a sub - c^municat ion for 
receiving data including a ca-jrah^lity on a receiver 
side; 

identifying means /N£^r identifying the 
capability on the recei/er side from data received 
before said main communication after said sub 
communication; ary 

main compmnica t ion controlling means for 
con trolling/said communication means such that said 
image^ar§ transmitted to be made suitable for the 
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capability on said receiver side base on t#e 
identification result obtained by said identifying 
means . / 

22. The apparatus according to cQaim 21, 
wherein when said main communication ^controlling 
means determines that the receiver sidi corresponds 
to a capability upper than a simple/ mode based on 
the capability on the receiver sside , said main 
communication controlling means; controls said 
communication means to make the Amage suitable for 
said upper capability. / 

23. The apparatus according to claim 21, 
further comprising storing means for storing the 
identification result /wherein said main 
communication controllLil^A means / refers to the 
identification result s r or^dii^^aid storing means. 

24. An image commurijjfcAjfion apparatus comprising: 
communication meaj>s for carrying out a main 

communication for transmitting an image over the 
Internet after carrying out a sub - communication for 
receiving data including a capability on a receiver 
side; / 

identifying / means for identifying the 
capability on thef receiver side from data received 
before said main communication after said sub- 
communication / and 

storing' means for storing the identification 
result obtained by said identifying means. 
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25. The apparatus according to claim 
further comprising main communication controlling 
means for controlling said communication me/ns such 
that said image is transmitted to be mad/ suitable 
for the capability on said receiver/ side with 
reference to the identification result stored in 
said storing means. 

26. An image communication appaiy^tus comprising: 
receiving means for receiving dajza including receiver 

10 side information from a receiver sj/fre; 

identifying means for identifying receiver side 
information received from the receiver side; and 

storing means for storing /the identification result 
obtained by said identifying pyeai^s 
15 27 . An image communication/ apparatus comprising : 

receiving means for rkdJlih^rg data including a mail 
address ; 

identifying means for/identifying the mail address on 
a receiver side from said/ received data; and 

transmitting means fcor transmitting an image to said 
identified mail address/over the Internet. 

28. The apparatus/according to claim 27, wherein said 
receiving means receives data during a communication control 
protocol . 

25 29. The apparatus according to claim 27, wherein said 

receiving means receives data on a facsimile communication 
protocol . 

30. The / apparatus according to claim 27, further 
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comprising storing means for storing the identification 
result, wherein said transmitting means transmits th^image 
to the mail address stored in said storing meai 

31. An image communication method comprising the steps 

of: 

receiving data from a receiver ^Ide on a public 
switched telephone network; 

identifying receiver side inforny&tion from said data; 
selecting any one of sa/d public switched 
telephone network and thyfe Internet as a 
communication path through/ which an image is 
transmitted to the receivyfer side based on the 
identification result obta/ined by said identifying 
means . 

32. The method *cc#^Wrrfg to claim 31, further 
comprising the step o^storing the identification 
result to storing means after said identifying step. 

33 . The method according to claim 31 , wherein receiver 
side information includes information of whether or not the 
receiver side has / a capability for receiving and 
transmitting the image over the Internet. 

34. An ima^ge communication method comprising the 
steps of 

receiving data including a capability on a 
receiver sade on a public switched telephone 
network ; 

identifying the capability on said receiver 
fro m/a ata received; and 
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transmitting an image over the Internet to^ 
suitable for the capability on said receive/ side 
based on the identification result obtained by said 
identifying step 
5 35. The method according to cla/m 34, further 

comprising the step of converting /the image to be 
suitable for the capability, wlyerein said image 
converted in said converting stqfp is transmitted in 
said transmitting step 
10 36, The method accordin/g to claim 34, further 

comprising the step of storing the identification 
result stored in storimg means after said 
identifying step. 

37. An image communi/cayciofr" — ntetfiod comprising the 
15 steps of : 

receiving data including a capability on a receiver 

side ; 

identifying the' capability on said receiver 
side from data rec e/l ved; 
20 converting an/image based on an identification 

result obtained \/y said identifying step; and 

transmit tinfg said converted image over the 
Internet . 

38. Theyfnethod according to claim 37, wherein 
25 when the receiver side corresponds to only a minimum 

set based o/i the capability, the image is converted 
to be suitable for the minimum set in the converting 
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39. The method according to claim 37, further 
comprising the step of storing the identification 
result stored in storing means af^ier said 
identifying step, wherein the identification result 

5 stored in said storing means is referred in said 
converting step. / 

40. An image communication method comprising the 
steps of: / 

performing sub-communicatioji for receiving data 
10 including a capability on a receiver side; 

identifying the capability on the receiver side from 
data received in said sub-comraunication step; and 

performing main-comm^j/cation for transmitting an 
image over the Internet tp hd suitable for said capability 
15 based on the identification resu^t^itU^itr^ said identifying 
step. \ I / / 

41. The method accoyhixng to claim 40, wherein when it 
is determined that the receiver side corresponds to 
a capability upper yhan a simple mode based on the 

20 capability in said/ main communication step, the 
image is made to be suitable for said upper 
capability. / 

42. The met/hod according to claim 40, further 
comprising the/step of storing the identification 

25 result in stoi/ing means after said identifying step, 
wherein the/ identification result stored in said 
storing rr^e a ns is referred in said converting step. 

4 3^ An image communication method comprising the 
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steps of: 

performing sub-communication for receiving d< 
including a capability on a receiver side; 

identifying the capability on the receivei/side from 
data received in said sub-communication st< 

storing an identification result yefotained by said 
identifying step to storing means; ai 

performing main-communicationf for transmitting an 
image over the Internet after sa/d sub-communication 

44. The method according/to claim 43. wherein said 
image is made to be suitable for said capability with 
reference to the identification result stored in said 
storing means, and saiTTWage is transmitted in said main 
communication step. 

45. An image/ coirffimhication method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving data ^ncluding a mail address on a receiver 

side ; 

identifying s/aid mail address from said data; and 
transmitting/ an image to said mail address identified 
in said identifying step over the Internet. 

46. The /method according to claim 45. further 
comprising the/ step of storing the identification result 
in said identifying step to storing means wherein the image 
is transmitted to the mail address stored in said storing 
means in yaid transmitting step. 

M/. A storage medium having a program registered 
therein, said program causing a computer, having public 
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switched telephone communication means for receiving 
transmitting data on a public switched telephone network 
and Internet transmitting means for transmitting/data over 
the Internet, to execute procedures for; 

receiving data on the public switched telephone 
communication network by said public pitched telephone 
communication means ; 

identifying receiver side information from said data, 
processing for selecting any /one of said public 
switched telephone network at n d said Internet as a 
communication path through which an image is 
transmitted to the receiver side based on an 



lage through the selected 
public switched telephone 
Internet transmitting 



identification result 
transmitting the v 
communication path tyy sa± 
communica t ion meai 
means . 

48. A stora^ j^dium having a program registered 
thereon, said program/ causing a computer, having public 
switched telephone communication means for receiving and 
transmitting data ory a public switched telephone network 
and Internet transmitting means for transmitting data over 
the Internet, to execute procedures for; 

receiving data including a capability on a receiver 
side by said public switched telephone communication means; 

identifying said capability on the receiver side from 
received darxa; and 

transmitting an image on said Internet to be suitable 
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for said capability on the receiver side based or/the 
identification result by said Internet transmitting means . 

49. A storage medium having a program/registered 
thereon, said program causing a computer, having receiving 
means for receiving data including a capability on a receiver 
side and transmitting means for transmitting data to the 
receiver side over the Internet, to exe/ute procedures for; 

receiving data including sai/ capability by said 
receiving means; / 

identifying said capability^ from said data; 

converting an image bas/d on the identification 
result; and / 

transmitting the image to said receiver side over the 
Internet by said transmit ti/hg means. 

50. A storage medd^mh^ing a program registered 
thereon, said program / cAsi/ng computer, having 
communication means kok p/a}yLng communications with a 
receiver side, to exedhWprocedures for; 

performing main /communication for transmitting an 
image over the Internet/ after performing a sub-communication 
for receiving data including a capability on said receiver 
side; / 

identifying tfhe capability on said receiver side from 
data received before said main communication after said 
sub-communication ; and 

transmitting said image to said communication means 
to be suitablef for the capability on said receiver side based 
on the identification result in said main communication. 



50 



51. A storage medium having a program regist^%d 
thereon, said program causing a computer, /having 
communication means for making communications with a 
receiver side and storing means, to execute procedures 
for; 

performing main communication f/6r transmitting an 
image over the Internet after performing a sub-communication 
for receiving data including a capability on said receiver 
side ; 



on said receiver side from 
communication after said 

fxon result in said storing 



identifying the capabil 
data received before said 
sub -communication ; and 
storing said iden 

means . 

52. A storage mectfLum having a program registered 
thereon, said program causing a computer, having receiving 
means for receiving dalta including a mail address on a 
receiver side and transmitting means for transmitting 
an image over the internet, to execute procedures for; 
receiving saiA data by said receiving means; 
identifying iaid mail address from said data; and 
transmitting said image to said identified mail 
address over fhe Internet by said transmitting means. 



